Hunting Campsand Backcountry Bears

How Outfittersand Guides Can Better Protect Their Camps

Suspending food between trees, 10-12 feet high, can help
safeguard your camp.

effective tools to prevent bear and other wildlife problems.
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Bearscominginto hunting campsaretypicdly a
result of attractantsbeing available. Garbage, human
food, stock feed, and gamemeat are all considered
attractantsand are easily protected from bears. Bear
managers and experienced campersin bear country
makeit apoint to keep bears out of campsby following
afew smplesteps. All bear attractants can either be
contained in bear resistant containers, elevated on
platforms, stored in containers and suspended between 2
trees, or placed within the confines of abear-resistant
electricfence. Once bearsreceiveafood reward, they
will likely return and become bolder until the bear causes
damage, injury, or must be moved or killed. Black bears
arecommon throughout forested areas of Idaho. Grizzly
bears can befound somein somepartsof the state as
well. Themateria presented herewill helptoavoid
problemswith eitherspecies.

Bear Resistant Containers

Bear resistant containerscomeinavariety of styles
and effectiveness. Thelnteragency Grizzly Bear
Committee hasprovided areview and endorsed certain
typesof containersfor their bear-resistant qualities.
Aluminum panniersand pack boxesare common and
effective. Camp food boxesthat fold and can be packed
and reassembled in camp areal so effective. A variety of
sanitation deviceswill be madeavailablethroughthe
Forest Service Didtrict Offices, aswell ascanbe
purchased from avariety of sourcesinthewest. For
moreinformation on bear resistant containerscall the
Living withWildlife Foundation at (406) 754-0010for a
copy of the Living with Predators Resource Guide.

Elevated Platforms

Thesework well especidly in conjunctionwith
fencing. However they arerdatively expensive, difficult
tomove, and present difficultieswhenusingin
wilderness. Platforms can bewood or steel and should
raisethefood cacheat |east 8 feet above the ground.
Black bearsare excellent climbers, soinstall a2-foot
overhang around the edges of the platform. All food,
horsefeed, and garbage can be stored on aplatform.



Electric Fences: Solar-charged or 110-volt electric fencing is
one of the most effective methods to reduce bear damage. An

electric fence must be well grounded, sufficiently charged at all
times, and maintained on a regular basis.

Suspending Between Trees

Small hunting campsor campsfor short tripscan
easily hang food in boxes, bags, panniers, etc.. Find 2
large suitabletreesthat can hold theweight
approximately 10 feet off the ground. Suspend arope or
cablebetweenthe 2 treesat least 10-12 feet high, and
makeit very tight. Hang apulley systemfor heavier food
containersor throw aropeover the cablefor lighter
containers. Raisethefood sothat itisat |east 10 feet off
theground and 4 feet from the nearest tree. Bearsare
excellent climbersand can sometimesreach out and grab
foodif itistoo closeto aheavy limb or treetrunk. Using
2 suspension ropesor tying off on atree not connected
to the cable may increasethe security of the cache.

Electric Fences

Solar-charged or 110 volt electricfencingisone of
themost effective methodsto reduce bear damage. An
electricfencemust bewd | grounded, sufficiently charged
at al times, and maintained on aregular basis.
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Permanent and semi-per manent electricfences
can bemadefrom multiplestrandsof eectricwireor
woven wire attached to wood, steel or fiberglass posts.
Anélectricor solar charger, an energizer and abattery
arerequired to chargethefence. One exampleof an
effective permanent el ectric fence measures 50X 50 feet
(often smaller) and costs approximately $1,200.

Temporary electricfencesareaso effective. A
temporary 30X 42 foot e ectric fence costs approximately
$300. A woven-wiredectric fenceisbuilt with nine sted
T-postsdrivenverticaly into theground. If thesoil is
sandy or soft and wet, substitute wooden postsin the
corners.

Put 1¥2inch PV C pipe over the steel postsasan
insulator. Secure 32-inch high woven wire 6-8 inches
abovethe ground outsidethe enclosure. Use aloop of
baling wireat thetop and bottom of thewireto attach it
tothe PV C pipe. Four strandsof hightensilewire,
spaced at 6, 16, 28, and 40 inches above the ground,
can be used instead of woven wire. Place an energizer
cut-off switch on oneof the poststo alow easier access
tothecache.

Elevated platforms and electric fences that are
permanent in nature may or may not be allowed to
be constructed on public land depending on the

agency/landowner. Be sure to check with the
appropriate land manager before you begin
building and placement.




Other temporary fences can be constructed with
electro-plastic netting, eectrified twineor hot tape
attached to posts or trees. Costsrange from $200 for
fencesusing hot tapeto $750 for el ectro-plastic netting.

Key featuresof fencedesign are strand spacing,
energizer typeand grounding effectiveness. Wirestrands
on apermanent fence should be no morethan 8inches
apart, and no morethan 12 inches apart on atemporary
fence. For both types, the bottom wire should be no
morethan 8 inchesabovethe ground. Thetop wiredoes
not need to bemorethan 3%~ feet high.

A New Zedand styleenergizer providesastronger
shock (at least 4,000 to 5,000 voltsis needed) thana
strip grazing energizer. It al so decreases maintenance by
reducing the need to clip vegetation growing under the
fence. Ground the energizer by connecting it withawire
and aground connector clamp to ahalf-inch by 6-foot
rod driveninto theground.

A chickenwiremat 3 feet wide can be placed
around the perimeter of thefenceto ensurethat the bear
isgrounded whenit touchesthefence. Connect the
chickenwireto thegrounding rod and pinittothe
ground to prevent wind from blowingit into thefence.
Thechickenwiremat isdifficult to pick upif thefood
cacheismoved frequently or if alot of vegetation grows
throughit. Under these conditions, aswell aswhen
livestock are present, the mat can be omitted.

To protect the energizer and battery from theft and
from damage by animals, placetheminsdethefence.

Although bearssaldom bresk through aproperly
congructed and maintained fence, somefalureshave
occurred whenfood was placed closeto thefence.
Therefore, locateyour cacheat least 3feet fromthefence.

Fencingtips: 1) Electric fencing hasbeen shown
to be an effective deterrencefor bears. 2) However,
fencing should be placed prior to having bear problems
for themto be most effectiveat preventing damage. 3)
Electric fencing requires maintenanceto assure
effectivenessand should be checked each timethe
campsarevisited. Grassesor brancheswill ground out
thefenceand
makeit
ineffective. Usng
herbicidestokill
thegrasses
aroundthe
fencingmay be
best unless
vegetationis
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removed by hand or
by using amower or
weed whacker. 4)
Grounding rodsmay
belesseffectiveif the
soilsaredry. Ondry
soils, useawiremesh
attachedtothe
ground rod to assure
abetter grounding
connection. 5) Check
thechargeeachtime
youvistthecache,
and carry afresh
battery withyouto
replacethe used
battery if itislow. Youwill loseprotectionif you haveto
chargethebattery or if the battery runsdown beforeyou
recheck it.

Trapping and Removal

When preventive methodsfall, it may be necessary
to trap the bear and removeit fromthearea. Thisoften
involvesrelocating theanimd to an areawhereitisless
likely to causefurther damage.

Relocating bearsisexpensiveanditisdifficultto
find suitablerel ease sites. Rel ocated bears often create
problemsat their new locationsand occasionally return
totheir capture siteand cause further damage. When
relocationisnot aviable option, the bear isdestroyed.
Trapping and remova must be donein cooperation with
Wildlife Servicesor IDFG after other control methods
havefailedto reduce bear damage.

Aversive Conditioning

Avergveconditioninginvolvesassociatinga
negative experiencewith afood, areaor event to
develop futureavoidance. Tasteaverson chemicashave
not been very effective. Cracker shells, rubber bullets,
bean bags, and other formsof noiseand pain aversion
techniques have been used successfully. In some
instances, certain breedsof dogs(e.g. Karelian) have
provento bevery effective bear deterrents. Many of
thesedevicesareavailablefrom IDFG

Another method involveswildlife personne
capturing bearsnear problem siteswith leg-hold snares
andthentranquilizing, handling andreleasngthem at the
capturesite. Thistechniqueisdifficult to employ, but
research hasshownit to bemoderately successful.



Kill Permits

If outfittersor otherswith established camps have made reasonabl e attemptsto prevent recurring black bear
problems, kill permitsmay beissued. Kill permitscan beobtained by contacting thelocal Fish and Game Conservation
Officer or Regiona Office. Verba permissonmay begiventokill abear if effortsto dleviate the problem have not
been successful, or if an emergency exists. Of course protection of human lifeisallowed. Any bearsharvested by akill
permit or in defense of life must be reported to the | daho Fish and Game and arrangements made for salvaging the
carcass.

What to do when damage occurs.

1. When abear on private land has damaged property or livestock, the producer or landowner should
immediately contact aWildlife Services (WS) and an |daho Department of Fish and Gameofficial toinvestigate.
Assoon as possible but within 72 hours maximum, WSwill determineif thelossisfrom ablack bear and
determinethe extent of losswithout assigning amonetary vaue. You must contact IDFG to begin the process of
fillingoutadam.

2. When abear has comeinto acamp on public land and caused damage or acted aggressively, theindividual
should contact thelocal conservation officer or regional officeassoon aspractica. If thebear isposing an
immediatethreat to life or to livestock, the bear may bekilled. It must be reported within 10 days. If abear has
been seenin the camp or immediate area but posesno immediate threat, contact IDFG and inform them of the
situation. For outfitters, it isimportant towork with IDFG and the USFS prior to problemsarising so that
preventative measures such asdescribed in thisbrochure can beimplemented. If problemsstill occur despite best
efforts, other remedia actionswill beimplemented such asissuingkill permitsover the phone, capturingand
moving abear, or performing aversive conditioning.

Phone numbersto call for information or to report damage: Satewide: WS — 1-800-
487-3297 or by region asfollows:

Panhandle Region: WS -208-378-5077 IDFG —208-769-1414
Clearwater Region: WS —-208-378-5077 IDFG —208-799-5010
McCall Subregion: WS —-208-378-5077 IDFG —208-634-8137
Southwest Region: WS -208-378-5077 IDFG —208-465-8465
Magic Valley Region: WS —-208-934-4354 IDFG —208-324-4350
Southeast Region: WS —-208-236-6921 IDFG —208-232-4703
Upper Snake Region: WS - 208-236-6921 |DFG —208-525-7920
Salmon Region: WS —-208-934-4354 IDFG —208-756-2271

IDFG adheres to all applicable state and federal laws and regulations related to discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, gender, or handicap. If you feel you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility of
IDFG or if you desire further information, please write to: Idaho Department of Fish and Game, P.O. Box 25, Boise, ID 83707; or
the Office of Human Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

This publication will be made available in alternative formats upon request. Please contact the Idaho Department of Fish
and Game for assistance.

Developed by M. S. Nadeau, IDFG, P.O. Box 25, 600 S. Walnut, Boise, ID 83707, 6/25/2003, with drawings and information
from Colorado State University from information in their brochure entitled Managing Bear Damage to Beehives, L.E. Meadows,
W.F. Andelt, and T.D.l. Beck no. 6.519.




